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._Laos: arhe ‘military situation 1n Laos remains essen- 
tially unchanged. Political actions of the. Boun Oum govern- ' 

of a ment are being heldin abeyance pending the outcome ffi
" 

c rr nt E st-West deliberations on the L ot' n. c T‘ isj u e a a 1a I‘1S 
E" ' 

Peiping press commentary of 2'7 March describes the 5 ,1 ,;,£f,;.1';~/e
- 

military situation in Laos as "more and more unfavorable" M/Vi 
' f 

' to the US and warns against any plot to "extend intervention ’°
) 

and play with -the fire of war." The Chinese continue to insist 
that a Laotian settlement can be achieved "only by calling an 

- 

‘ enlarged Geneva Conference There .is no mention of ICC 
reactivation. The Pathet Lao even more explicit in its aver- 
sion to the ICC--in a broadcast on 27 March stated that it 
Would "serve US perfidious schemes" to reinstitute the com- 
mission before holding an international conference. North 

" Korea has also attacked President Kennedy's press conference 
statement of 23 March and depicts the US as "driven to the cor- 

- ner."\ 
\ 

(Map) 
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Congo: Prime Minister Nehru has implied that the con- 
tinued movement of Indian troops to the Congo may be delayed 
unless UN control of the key port city of Matadi is assured. 
Speaking to the Indian Parliament, he urged that the port be re= 
occupied by UN troops as soon as possible-=-by force if neces- 
sary. About 2,300 Indian troops are tentativelyscheduled to

t 

leave Bombay on 29 March by sea for Matadi, where they could 
arrive about 16 April. 

. Liberian President-I Tubman has rebuffed Tshombé's ef- 
sit b bitter ess over forts to vi ' Monrovia, alleging that Li erian n ~ 

Lumumba's death makes the visit inadvisable from a security v 

standpoint, Tubman apparently fears that a meeting with 
Tshombé would leave him open to in - 1. ' .. ' ' ' 

.1 . = 

a servant of "imperialist" interests, 

"lfI:l?. f I E‘! ll ‘:I|II '1-1 .1 . 1- W 
alist elements, based primarily in the Republic of Guinea, 
seem to be stepping up their drive against the colonial regime 
in neighboring Portuguese Guinea, Inflammatory broadcasts 
b d to P rt ese G ine by Radio Conakr --a rim r eame o ugu u a _ y p a y V 

' 

- instrument in this campaign--have recently increased in volume 
and intensity,\ _ \ 

There also are unconfirmed reports that natives from Portuguese 
Guineaare receivingtraining in Guinea. or a terrorist offensive 
to be latmched in their homeland soolgtt

\ 

(Backup, Page 2) (Map)
I 

(fie 

*Irag: A strike of Baghdad taxi and bus operators, protest- 
ing a new gasoline tax, is being exploited by anti-Qasim nation-= i 

alists as well as Communist elements to develop a general dem=1 /5/‘37 / 
st at f l h stil st the re ime Securit on r iono popu ar o ‘ity again 

: 
g y 

., y 
forces have taken no action against the‘ strikers in the absence 

_ 

of Qasim, who left the city on 26 Marchgfor a visit to Basra. 
Q ' ould e r to h ve been placed in a situation where he asim w app a a 

_
_ 

must either back down or use force in an unpopular causel 
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The Situation in Laos 

[Laotian army leaders, despite the respite in enemy pres- 
sure, al0ng.Route 13, remain fearful that an attempt may be 
mounted againstthe royal capital of Luang Prabang. General 
Phoumi_believes the enemy has as its objective the complete 
domination of northern Laos, with Luang Prabang as an imme=~ 
diate target, On a man-for-man basis, the current strength 
of the'Kong Le - Pathet Lao forces north of the Phou Khoun 
road junction would appear to rule out a successful attack 
against, the numerically superior government defenders, but 
the Laotian army's poor state of morale could be an overrid- 
ingfactoro The government has recently attempted to alleviate 
this problem, but General Ouane, chief of the general staff, 
admits that the morale of the army is "at an all-1time lowfi 

[pn 24 March, the Laotian Ministry of Foreign Affairs sent 
a telegram to all chiefs of Laotian diplomatic missions inform-= 
ingthem the Boun Oum government has decided not to take any 
political position while awaiting-the results of the "exchange of 
view among the great powerslj 

[Soviet transports continue to be scheduled for airlift flights 
into Laos. Confirmed flights through 26 March continued at 
about the average levelly 

-5'-="'eRfi‘ 
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African Nationalist Pressure on Portuguese Guinea 

flhe American ambassador to Senegal, who visited Portu- 
guese Guinea briefly earlier this month, has reported that he 
saw no signs of overt discontent, antagonism to Portuguese 
rule, or longing for change on the part of the approximately 
550,000 African tribesmen who make up all but a minute per- 
centage of the population. This indigenous population, con- 
sisting of 17 different ethnic groups among which the Moslem " 

Fulahs are the most numerous and vigorous, is largely in the 
bow-and-arrow stage of development;

_ 

LHowever, the ambassador reported undercurrents of mi- 
rest. To a large extent, this unrest is being directly stimu- 
lated by Sekou Touré's regime in the Republic of Guinea, which 
has made little effort to disguise its hope of ultimately incor- 
porating the Portuguese territory. In addition to its antico- 
lonial broadcasts in both Portuguese and native dialects--the 
most recent of which reportedly have encouraged the natives 
to emulate the recent terrorist attacks in Angola--Conakry is 
believed to be exploiting traditional tribal migrations between 
the two areas to infiltrate subversive elements] 

Llfhese activities are being-undertaken in collaboration 
with several Conakry-based "liberation" movements, among 
which the most prominent is the African Revolutionary Front 
for the National Independence of Portuguese Colonies (FRAIN). 
Besides receiving direct support from Guinea--they reported- 
ly operate under the immediate supervision of Touréfis extrem- 
ist half-brother--most of the leaders of these groups have ap- 
parently long enjoyed Sino-Soviet bloc patronage. Some, such 
as Lucio Lara, who is reputed to head FRAIN, reportedly are 
or have been members of the Portuguese or other Communist 
parties“; . 

LPortugal, which is particularly fearful that Touré may. 
pass some of the small arms he has received from the bloc 
to activists of. these groups, has reacted by vigorous suppres- 
sion oi suspected adherents and an intensified effort to convince 
the natives they are better off under continued Portuguese rule. 

—1=eP—sseRE-F 
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security police had recently arrested 12 such sus- 
ects and implied that more arrests would follow "in stages." to \"the. liberation movement" was es- 

timated to consist of more than 100 persons, including natives 
of Portuguese Guinea and Cape Verde. Lisbon has strengthened 
its military force in the territory to about 1,400 men, of whom 
some 400 are white Portuguese troops?

\ 
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